Dec. 20, 2007

Greetings Arizona Journalists!

The Arizona Press Club proudly announces its annual contest to honor the best of Arizona print journalism for 2007. Change is sweeping through the newspaper and magazine industries as we learn to compete on the Internet and to adjust to different expectations from our readers. Newer print and online publications blossomed this year even as some traditional media outlets scaled back or developed a new mission.

But the board of directors at Arizona Press Club knows your pursuit of outstanding journalism did not fade as you covered critical news stories related to immigration, health care, education, the state's water supplies, the upcoming presidential elections and even government assaults on the practice of journalism itself.

These issues and many other topics have filled your pages throughout the year, and now comes your opportunity to earn some significant recognition for all of your hard work.

The Arizona Press Club sponsors the most prestigious contest in the state featuring national prize-winning journalists as judges. Check out the rules and print off entry forms at www.azpressclub.org. Some key changes you will want to note this year include:

* The explanation of the rules are divided into four areas: writing, design, photography and magazine, to make it easier for you to go directly to those categories you will most likely enter. In some cases, explanations of generally applicable rules and of specific entry categories are repeated in two or more areas to make sure everyone has an opportunity to read them.

* The descriptions of the circulation classifications have been clarified, specifically about who can enter the "B" categories and who should enter the magazine categories. A reminder, any journalist who published something in 2007 in an Arizona-based publication is welcome to enter a "C" category, regardless of the size of the publication.

* A variety of entry categories from past years have been combined or dropped so that the contest truly rewards only the highest quality of journalism. This change was requested by several press club members who were concerned about the rising number of categories in recent years. Since most clips can be entered only in one category, please read the new descriptions closely before making selections.

* The 84th annual awards banquet is 6 p.m. Saturday, May 10, 2008, at the Heard Museum on Central Avenue in Phoenix. More details to come.
We are looking forward to seeing your outstanding work from the past year. So start preparing those clips now. Entries must be received at our post office box in Phoenix by Jan. 31, 2008, unless special arrangements are made before that date with contest chairwoman Jill Jorden Spitz at jspitz@azstarnet.com or (520) 573-4177. Jill can also answer questions about a specific rule or category descriptions. Or, feel free to contact any press club officer, links to their email addresses are on our Web site www.azpressclub.org
Good luck and here’s to a great 2008!
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